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nature of the people." ("The Potchefstroom Vigilanls and British Indians",
24-12-1901)
In GandhijTs writings at this time, particularly hi his communications
to Daclabhai Naoroji, one notices a constant appeal to the British con-
science to stand by past promises and assurances* But one observes a
stiffening of attitude, as when he says with reference to the* Transvaal;
"Either the resident population should be well treated, or it should be
driven out of the country. The latter operation, though drastic, would be:
far more merciful..." ({M0-1904.) A few months later he seers a Hfe-and-
death struggle ahead of British Indians for the enjoyment of their legal
right to live* and trade wherever they liked, and their "moral claim,
certainly, to be placed on an equality with the Europeans, so far
as the rights of trade, ownership of properly and locomotion are concerned11,
(28-6-1905.)
Never for one moment would he allow his vision to be blurred by
prejudice, anger or pettiness. He recognised what merit their was in
individuals as in nations* He found something to praise in controversial
figures like Sir John Robinson, Dr. Jameson and ex-Pmsident lunger,
lu the last, he finds a great and godly man who has left behind him a
lesson of "single-minded, though at times misguided, patriotism". (uThe
Late Mr, Krugcr", 23-7-1904),
No detail was too small for him* The Happy Warrior, battling against
injustice, does not neglect "the mild concerns of ordinary life'*. lit letters
to Chhaganlal Gandhi (April 17 and April H), 1905), he asks anxious ques-
tions about the job-work in the press and the far-loo-long eowplimnilary
list; and he gives elaborate instructions how to handle flour and $hw to
make a good cake.
From the very beginning and through all the vimsitucH of political
success and failure, Gandluji used Indian Opinion for "establishing an Inti-
mate and clean bond between the editor and the readers". HUH writing
was well directed and purposeful, A comparison of hk Gujarat! artidw,
HO painstakingly informative and human, with his more abstract English
articles on the same or related topics, brings out the influence of the*
reader on the writer, His articles on "Sacrifice" and "Tlw Value of Stray
Moments" show, like his lectures on religion, that no amount of
professional or public activity could long keep out of his mind the eternal
verities that formed the ground of his being*